Visual Quality Assessment

Concepts and Examples
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High Visual Quality

Texture




Vividness Ratings



Vividness - Landform




Vividness - Waterform
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Vividness - Manmade




Intactness Ratings
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Underlying Assumptions

More desirable
vegetation = higher
ratings

Access to water and
lack of roadside
disturbance =
healthier vegetation

Symmetry - Using the same bridges for both
directions rates higher than asymmetry



Underlying Assumptions

Views with water rate higher, than
a comparative view without water

Take away water and ratings
go down




Underlying Assumptions

Views above a bridge rate higher
than views under a bridge - unless
the bridge is memorable, in a good
sense.

Bridges block views of
landscape




Example of Underlying Assumptions for a project

We will mitigate unavoidable visual impacts using Architectural Design Guidelines
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Project Examples
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Views toward the road
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Views toward the Road
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Views from the Road
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Views from the road
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Views from the road
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Views from the road

PHOTO: SCOTT JACKSON
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Views toward the road
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Bridges vs. Culverts
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~~Ingenera:

Bridges allow more vegetation and raise
the viewer to allow more distant views



Contact Information

Sandy Salisbury, LA

Headquarters - Region Liaison Landscape Architect
360-705-7245

salisbs@wsdot.wa.gov



